Mr. Georg* Lsrdaer 1/25/77 

Newsroom 

Waakingtoa Pout 

1150 15 St., NW 

Wash., 1).C. 20005 

Dear ^osrge, 

It Is a fair story. I hope the Members are 1*4 t* think about it. 

T# data neither House has causa for pride ia its rocord on this subject. 

I have not courted either lleuao «nd I sill not. Recently I have writton O'Neill and 
Edwards ealy. 1 triad to lay the problen cut for O’Neill. It was over Andorra's attack 
on bin that 1 wrote Edwards. 

Because I do net think this story will end regardless of what the Bouse now does I 
would suggest to you that iapertant as th« Archives is - and it ia quite important - it 
4eoo hot hold all the answers in the JFK case. The right questions ware net asked of th* 
right people. 

What has ceme to pass was so easily forseen I did, as Ciaibomo nay recall, and 
said it 4/75. Beginning that summer, when I was asked for a position? paper, ey ex- 
pression ®f the approach the Congress should take has net changed. Thu criticisms 
yeu report are, X sa pretty certain, in what I twice wrete far Downing once ho got to 
the %le» ceamittee and warned Sprague about in ponton on 10/20/76. X an not boasting. 

I an saying It wan obvious and should have have require! no to articulate it. ftest 
a »»bers are lawyers. I an disturbed that none seens to have behaved as lawyers do. 

The stunner in which the ceaaltte© sp«nt* its «*ney, without accomplishing any tiling 
of real value troubles ns in a different way because there had been agreement on a 
diffareat approach, one that would have net these criticisms, including by Sprague. 

In ay belief the only real need the cosxittae had for isoney in tha last seaclon 
wqa for ceurt^rsperting services, the absolute minimum ia staff, scat of that staff 
being required for asaesbling tha bosio available materials aad considering future 
staffing and recruitment, and for these in charge of each part of the investigation 
to be abl* to leek ahead. 

I cannot ignore the fact that these who knew better blew what they had. I cannot 
say it waa deliberate, either. But it did happen, dene by sophisticated people who did 
net require the warning they did have. 

If you have time I'd appreciate knowing what you loorn and do net print having t© 
do with continuation only se that if I am asked by Members I nay be of core use to then, 
i'rea uy paint ef view whatever happens new is net going to be what I’d have preferred. 
Truth and public knowledge and understanding are th« early casualties. As it has been 
and need net have been, this committee will be a nark for then© agenciso concerned 
ever what a real investigation can e..*u« 

Interesting coincidence in the DPI story bss-lsd "Suit Against Garrison Survives 
Court Test.” I’er mo it is a rsninier of Santayana's wisdom that he who does not learn 
from the past ia doomed te relive it. I tried to keep Garrison's feet on the ground 
with little success. It would be impossible with tho many ^arriaona in tho ^ouoo and 

on tha staff asvi ite.OB* tho hangsrs-cn. 

If there ia a Eules ceaaittea transcript ef the sessions on approving tbs rooolution 
I'd ifcxk like to utuay it and have it for archival pruposes. I su,arit last session's 
but both would be helpful. X guea:. they ore at- a tin,; again tossy. 


Sincerely, 


